Berlin Pedestal (AM 21687)
Discovered: In the storerooms of the
Egyptian Museum of Berlin by
Egyptologist Manfred Görg. The
slab was acquired in 1913 by
Ludwig Borchardt from an
antiquities dealer.
Dated:
 Early 14th century based on the
hieroglyphics. Based on
paleography (the writing) and the
orthography (the spelling)
 Raphael Giveon [Egyptologist] has
dated it at 1400 B.C.E. (during the
reign of Amenhotep III) 200 years
earlier than the Merneptah Stele
Resides: Berlin
Description:
Ashkelon
Canaan
Israel ?
 Gray granite slab
 18” tall x 15.5” wide
 It was common for Egyptian Pharaohs to adorn their temples with scenes and
inscriptions of their conquests. Sometimes they put the names in rows. Scholars
called them name rings
 Each name‐ring gives a small image of the prisoner representing the place conquered;
below the neck of the prisoner is an oval cartouche‐like ring containing the name of
the conquered place in hieroglyphics
 Another slab contains the name and likeness of the conquered Nubians
 The two prisoners on the slab with Israel are western Semites, recognizable by their
shoulder‐length hair, headbands and pointed beards.
 The other two name‐rings on the slab of granite are Ashkelon and Canaan
o Whether or not Canaan refers to the whole land of Canaan or just the city of
Gaza remains in debate
o “The geographical proximity of [the proposed name Israel] to Ashkelon and
Canaan makes the identification with Israel likely.”— van der Veen, Gorg, and
Theis
o In the Merneptah Stele, the verses adjacent to Israel reference Canaan and
Ashkelon
 The hieroglyphics are easily deciphered…however, if the name is “Israel”, it is spelled
slightly different than in the Merneptah Stele
o In Hebrew the “s” and “sh” sound are made with the “shin” but in Egyptian
Hieroglyphics the “s” and the “sh” are different symbols. The Merneptah
Stele uses the “s” where as the Berlin Slab uses an “sh” hieroglyph.

o There is no known West Semitic typonym, other than Israel, which this could
be associated with
o Many toponyms are spelled in more than one way in hieroglyphic
inscriptions. The spelling can actually be used to date the inscription
o
Discussion:
 James Hoffmeier (1290 date for Exodus) and Samuel Ahituv argues that the name
cannot possibly be read as Israel
 If the reading as “Israel” is correct then it would place Israel in Canaan around the
early date of the conquest
Importance:
 This find predates the Merneptah Stele by 200 years making this the earliest reference
to Israel
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